stated and appreciated in the preface and a full bibliography has been included as an appendix.
For those interested, nine chapters of the book have been devoted to ultrasound in neurosurgery and in& the treatment of vestibular disturbances. A useful book. J They will doubtless enlarge the scope to include toxocara infestation, pyelonephritis and pyrexia of unknown origin in the sixth edition; and also consider recasting viruses according to their DNA or RNA structure in much the same way as bacteria are now classified according to their Gram-staining. It would be nice to feel that this book is always at hand in the private libraries of all those physicians for whom the first edition was intended, but the price will preclude such wide sales. Instead it will remain a valuable source of reference in libraries and laboratories. The first part of the handbook gives a clear and balanced explanation of the attitude to be taken by a medical practitioner to cases requiring medicolegal investigation. The authors present the type of case that requires an attitude of suspicion on the part of the practitioner and give most helpful advice as to what he should do, with an emphasis on the preservation of evidence.
When the authors turn, in Part II, to the relationship of the physician to the law, the differences of the legal systems of the United States and United Kingdom tend to mask the basic ethical unity of the medical profession in both countries. None the less, there is much that is common to both; and the authors present a reasonable and graphic picture understandable all over the world. In particular the cartoon illustrations of the types of basic medical negligence must give ample food for thought to practitioners of medicine and law no matter where they practice. Because this section deals primarily with the federal law of the United States, with annotations to deal with the modifications of state law, it would be unreasonable to expect it to be entirely applicable in the Courts of the United Kingdom. It is many years since the sailing of the Mayflower and the War of Independence. Laws, once homologous, are now only analogous. I recommend this book to all who retain a healthy suspicion that sudden death is not easily explicable in terms of natural illness and who have any curiosity as to the conditions of practice of their colleagues in the United States.
R IAN MILNE
Textbook of the Rheumatic Diseases edited by W S C Copeman OBE TD MD FRCP 3rded ppx+831 illustrated £6 lOs Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1964 Rheumatology is a subject which crosses the boundaries of many clinical specialties. It is indeed so wide in its diagnostic implications that it would seem a Herculean task to write a comprehensive textbook within the confines of one volume.
Dr Copeman has not only succeeded in doing this but he has extended his scope beyond the limits of clinical medicine by including chapters, for example, on the physiology and anatomy of joints by Professor D V Davies; a physiological survey on pain mechanisms by Professor J Kellgren; a chapter on the epidemiology of rheumatic disease by J S Lawrence, and an account by L E Glynn and E J Holborow of immunological and genetic concepts as applied to the rheumatic diseases. This is the third edition of a textbook first published in 1948. In addition to many of the original team there are several new contributors, each an acknowledged expert in his field of reference. A measure of the rapid advances in knowledge during the intervening sixteen years is the fact that nearly every chapter has had to be completely rewritten.
